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functioning of the mind that we have first-hand knowledge,
we probably do well to put experience first.
When we ask what is meant by experience we find once
more that we are dealing with something indefinable. And
yet, for me, my own experience is the most certain tiling in the
world. I am quite certain that I know, feel, desire, and will,
that I hear and that I see; and this knowing, feeling, desiring,
and willing, this hearing and seeing, along with many other
mental states, constitute my experience. My experience is a
something that is going on, a mental process or activity within
me, of which I, and I alone, have first-hand knowledge. Here,
once more, we are back at our fundamental hypothesis of life;
here again we have a way of expressing the mysterious some-
thing that differentiates a living organism from a machine;
for experience
is a term that has no application outside the circle of sentient
beings. It is confined to the biological world, meaning tluxt an
organism, an animal, or a man feels something and docs something.
We do not say that a stone rolling down the mountain and colliding
with a tree has had an experience.1
There are certain essential points about experience that
must be made clear. The first is that experience implies a
person experiencing; that is to say, it must have a subject. A
little consideration should make this clear. 'There can be no
experience of pain, for example, apart from sonic one who is
experiencing that pain. The pain is a state of the subject;
it has no independent existence, and it ceases to exist when it
ceases to be experienced. It is necessary to realize this clearly,
since much nonsense is talked about unconscious experiences,
experiences stored in the unconscious, experiences existing
when they have been forgotten by the subject, and so on.
Such talk, implying as it does that experiences have inde-
pendent existence of their own, can lead to nothing but con-
fusion of thought, and it is hoped that it will be possible to
exclude it altogether from these pages. Experience, we must
1 Patrick, Th* World and its Meaning, p, 383.